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Page from the Vestry Minutes Book in 1869 written in
Robert Leslie's beautiful copperplate handwriting.

Photo - Karin Lehmann
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Mountain. "The day was beautiful and the Service most
effective and impressive," There were 298 in the congrega-
tion and the offertory amounted to $4.75,

Although suffering from poor health Rev. Stannage did not
take life easy in his parish. He embarked upen a building
programme and his diary is full of his hopes and plans for
his "people". In February, 1868, he contracted for the
frame of a Hall to be put up, This was to be called St.
James' Hall and used for Sunday School and other parochial
purposes. In April, Wm. Bottum gave the Vestry a ''good and
sufficient Deed for a piece of land adjoining the Burying
Ground", For this land all outstanding pew rents owed by
Bottum were cancelled and he was to be permitted to occupy
his present pew, free of charge during the current year
tin full consideration of the value of the said 1land".

On 4th May the cornerstone was laid during an impressive’
ceremony in which the Sunday School took part, After the
service was over '"'the most hearty three cheers for the
Queen were given, the children being those who enjoyed them
most',

Thomas Thompson was appointed Sexton at this time,
Stannage writes "Got them to increase the Sexton'’s salary
so as to have him to attend the week day Services".
Thompson was to receive $50.00 annually for "washing and
cleaning the Church, cutting firewood, making fires, ringing
the bell, trimming and lighting the lamps. For digging
graves and attending funerals from 1st December to the lst
April he was to receive an extra $2.00. For performing the
same duties during the better months of 1lst April to the
30th November he would be paid $1.50. Several years later
his salary was raised to $60.00 p.a. but the rates for
funeral services remained unchanged. When, in 1871 his
duties were increased to include heating and cleaning St.
James! Hall he was given an extra $13.00 p.a. In 1877 he was
was allowed $2.00 in summer and $2.50 in winter for digging
and filling in graves., Winter hours were to be reckoned
from 15th November to the 15 May., In 1884 his salary was
raised to $80.00 p.a. but this was to include all his ser-
vices to Church, Hall and cemetery.
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Page from a Record of Services Book for the 28th May 1878,
being the day on which was laid the Corner Stone of the
Archdeacon Patton Memorial Church.
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Rev, C. P, Emery's Sermon Notes in Greek.
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Parish Hall and it was to be dedicated to the memory of the
late Robert Leslie., Leslie's beautiful, even, copperplate,
handwriting recorded the Vestry Minutes for some thirty years.
He was also a lLay Reader, Lay Delegate to Diccesan Synod, he
was Church Warden, Treasurer of St. James and also Sunday
School Superintendent for over fifty years.

In an old book of poems is one entitled '""The Honest
Heart" and dedicated to Robert Leslie Esq., Kemptville, Un-
fortunately the cover and end pages are missing and the only
clue to the poet's identify is that he was an Irish immigrant,
He obviously thought very highly of Leslie and in every verse
praises his "leal' (loyal) heart, preferring such a man to
"sunshine friends' with their smooth tongues, wealth and
ambition.

“"The true, leal and honest heart,
Will stand life's bitter storm".

The 25th Anniversary of the Memorial Church was celebrated
in May and it was renovated and re-furnished. This year saw
the introduction of a vested choir.

In October, Rev. Emery died. He was a native of Cambridge,
England. A contemporary of his speaks of his "faithfulness,
efficiency and conscientious discharge of duty", He was also
"kind and considerate', and was long remembered for his
beautiful terraced flower garden that led from the road up
to the Rectory on its hilltop site.

Rev. Reeve was appointed as Rector and in November, Leslie
Hall was mortgaged for the sum of $6,000, "the same to be used
in paying balance due of the cost of erecting said Hall",

In the minutes of the Easter meeting of 1908 is a record of
an address to the Rector on the occasion of the first Parish
meeting over which he presides as Rector rather than Vicar.
He is complimented on the state of the parish, the two thirds
increase in Sunday School attendance, the renovation of the
Church, the increase in offerings snd the new Parish iiall,

He is yecognized as a pastor and teacher of “zeal, earnest-
ness and ability as well as a competent eXxecutive leader

and all pledge their loyalty and devotion, not only to

their Church, but to him, their Rectox",.

15









© m———

The old St. James' Rectory now on N, Rideau Street in
Kemptville.

The prize winning model of St. James built to celebrate
the Centennial of the town of Kemptville, -

Photo lent by McClenaghan Family
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Western view of St., James' Church,
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The Lectern in St. James' Church.
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Rose window in S, Transept.
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Rose window in N. Transept.
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in the Township of Marlborough, was consecrated to the
Honour and Worship of Almighty God, according to the Rites
of the Church of England, by the Right Reverend Father in
God, John Travers Lewis, LL.D,, D.D., Lord Bishop of Ontario,
The Reverend John Stannage, being Rector of the said Church,
the Reverend Albert Spencer, Curate of the same and William
Hinton and Henry James, Churchwardens, The Reverend Anthony
Joseph O'Loughlin, Incumbent of North Gower, and the Rev,
William Ashley Read, Curate Assistant in the Parish of
JKemptville, were also present and assisted in the service.
The Offertory amounted to $6.10 and was devoted”to the
Building Fund of the Church." ’

April 1880 The Annual Vestry Meeting was held and the
Building Fund contained $1.31, ''The amount paid the Curata
during the year came to $48,44, besides the present of a fur
coat at Christmas." PR :

In 1882 the Vestry decided "to invest the money proceed-
ing from the sale of the Clergyman's horse ($76.00) in the
Post Office Savings Bank, to be drawn out when required to
purchase another horse."

On 12th October 1884 the Organ was used for the first
time. In April 1885 services were cancelled due to deep
water on the roads and the Minutes record that "In conse-
quence of the badness of the road, on account of the
freshets and deep flooding of water, in some parts.,.being
six feet deep, the Vestry meeting was not held...until 11th
May 1885." A sum of $61.00 was paid on the new organ and
the thanks of the Vestry were forwarded to the organist
and choir for their ''perseverance in striving to improve
the musical part of the service." Rev, Emery recorded in
his own notes that "organ and choir in Chancel for the
first time - great improvement in the signing'".

In 1886 the minutes are extremely short, They mention
those present, that §37. were paid as Clergyman's stipend
and -that the outgoing churchwardens were thanked and
promptly re-elected!

However, in Rev. Emery's own record book he notes that
there was a Vestry meeting on 18th May in which he ''told
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St. Paul's Church, Marlborough,

41

The River Church,



On Saturday June 23rd 1906 between two and three hundred
people braved bad weather to attend a ceremony described
in a newspaper cutting as laying the corner stone, However,
Rev. Reeve in his description of the event states that "there
was no laying of a corner stone as the old foundation was
used. A marble tablet having the date A.D. 1906 figured in
the ceremony.” Mr, R. L. Borxden, K.C., M.P., spoke for
thirty minutes and was accompanied by Dr. Ferguson. Also
at the event were ministers from not only the Anglican
churches but from Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist con-
gregations., Over one hundred dollars was raised by the sale
of dinner and tea and donations of a further $96. are noted.
The entry ends '"Great interest was manifested in the new
building and the earnest given of new life and enthusiasm
in this congregation. Laus Deo!l' =

On October 25th 1906 "This day at the hour of 7:30 p.m.
was consecrated to the Henour and Worship of Almighty God
the new chureh of St., Paul at Beckett's Landing in the Town-
ship of Marlboro' by the Rt, Rev, William Lennox, Lord
Bisiiop of Ontario. Present also were the Rev, W. W. Burton,
Diocesan Agent, and the Rector of Merickviile and Burritts
Rapids. The Petition for Consecration was read by the Rev,
W. P. Reeve....The sentence of consecration was read by
Rev, W.W. Burton and duly signed by the Bishop. The Kempt-
ville choir was present and the organ was played by Miss
Elsie McClenaghan, There was a very large congregation...
Exclusive of material used from the old building the cost
of the Church was about fifteen hundred dollars of which
five hundred and forty was raised by entertainments, one
hundred and forty five was S.P.C.K, grant and the balance
subscribed by parishioners and well wishers. Thus has God
brought to a successful issue the work begun, continued and
ended to the glory of his Great Namel™

Easter 1907, "“Great satisfaction was expressed at the
very favourable condition of affairs'. Thanks were tendered
to the Vicar for his services in promoting the building of
the new church and Rev. Reeve replied by saying he was glad
to think that "his faith in the capacity of the congrega-
tion had been so nobly confirmed., He wished to express his
thanks for the generous Christmas offering and also for the
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5t, John the Evangelist Oxford Mills,
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interior

of St, John's
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The house purchased in Oxford Mills in 1879 to be the
Parsonage,
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St. Augustine's Church Acton's Corners.
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Interior of St., Anne's Church.
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John Stannage's Gravestone. His daughter chose a plain
granite cross and had engraved his last words: -

"Nothing in my hand I bring

Simply to thy Cross I cling"
As Stannage lay dying he worried that he had been able to
accomplish so little, He felt he had achieved nothing.
Hence his last words,
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